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Surgery: A Case Based Clinical Review provides the reader with a comprehensive understanding of

surgical diseases in one easy to use reference that combines multiple teaching formats.Â The book

begins using a case based approach.Â The cases presented cover the diseases most commonly

encountered on a surgical rotation.Â The cases are designed to provide the reader with the classic

findings on history and physical examination. The case presentation is followed by a series of short

questions and answers, designed to provide further understanding of the important aspects of the

history, physical examination, differential diagnosis, diagnostic work-up and management, as well

as questions that may arise on surgical rounds.Â Key figures and tables visually reinforce the

important elements of the disease process. A brief algorithmic flow chartÂ is provided so the reader

can quickly understand the optimal management approach. Two additional special sections further

strengthen the studentâ€™s comprehension.Â The firstÂ section covers areas of controversy in the

diagnosis or management of each disease, and another section discusses pitfalls to avoid, where

the inexperienced clinician might get in trouble.Â TheÂ textÂ concludes with a series of multiple

choice questions in a surgery shelf/USMLE format with robust explanations.Â Surgery: A Case

Based Clinical Review is based on 20 years of Socratic medical student teaching by a nine-time

Golden Apple teaching awardee from the UCLA School of Medicine and will be of great

utilityÂ forÂ medical students when they rotate on surgery, interns, physician assistant students,

nursing students and nurse practitioner students.
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â€œThe book is intended to â€˜help you make a great impression on your surgery clerkship and to

help you prepare for the shelf examinations.â€™ â€¦ This will be most useful for students and junior

residents. Attending faculty may find it of value as a source of ideas for questions to ask during

rounds! â€¦ This is an excellent value for the price. It far surpasses standard pearl books. â€• (Carol

Scott-Conner, Doody's Book Reviews, April, 2015)

Surgery: A Case Based Clinical Review provides the reader with a comprehensive understanding of

surgical diseases in one easy-to-use reference that combines multiple teaching formats. The book

begins using a case based approach. The cases presented cover the diseases most commonly

encountered on a surgical rotation. The cases are followed by a series of short questions and

answers, designed to provide further understanding of the important aspects of the history, physical

examination, differential diagnosis, diagnostic work-up and management, and questions that may

arise on surgical rounds. Key figures and tables visually reinforce the important elements of the

disease process. Â Surgery: A Case Based Clinical ReviewÂ will be of great utility for medical

students when they rotate on surgery, interns, physician assistant students, nursing students, and

nurse practitioner students.â€‹

This book saved my butt during my surgery rotation. Its information is easy to absorbed, uptodate

and concise without missing any details. A lot of the questions it discusses are exact questions I

received from my residents and attendings. My favorite part of the book is that at the end of each

chapter, it provides 5-6 literature references to look at for more information. I have learned 3rd year

that many residents expect you to know and have read the studies that lead to our guidelines and

this book provides an easy way to do that.

Some NBME shelf questions and the majority of pimping question I was asked on my surgery

rotation came verbatim from this book. No one else you know will use this, but it is gold.Cons:-will

NOT fit in your pocket. Possibly not even your backpack.-if you are a small female this may weigh

more than you.-Topics not included: Lung CA, Liver CA, some pre/post-op topics like TPN and Fluid

Resuscitation. You will need another source for these.

About 25% of the way into this book. It has a seamless flow to it that really facilitates stopping and

summarizing to yourself. Meaning you retain what you read and you can actually utilize the

information for patient care, pimping, and board style questions - something hard to come by in one



book for any clerkship, especially one with limited time for reading like surgery.

If you seriously want to ace the shelf search no more. This book has everything that you need for it.

It covers both surgical and medical management for the most common conditions seen in practice.

Additionally it cover relevant material for subspecialties as well as other surgical specialties.

Great for those interested in surgery. Its a very detailed book, not for amateurs.

This is the best book to prepare for the medical school surgery shelf. Goes more in depth than most

other review books but is still easily readable in a short time. Also I had a few questions about topics

in the book and emailed Dr. De Virgilio and he responded in person in one day and was very nice

and educational with his response!!

It was a very thick book when I got it, but a much easier read than expected. Great for the wards,

good for the shelf but need to supplement with Pestana's, Surgical Recall, etc...

I used this primarily this book as well as online med ed videos to study for my 3rd year clerkship and

ended up acing the shelf exam. The book is very thick, but reads easily and does not seem as big

as it looks. I would highly recommend it.
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